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PINE HILL PUBLIC SCHOOQOLS
Overbrook Senior High School

1200 Turnerville Road
Pine Hill, New Jersey 08021

INTRODUCTION

"What do you want to be when you grow up?”" How many times have you been asked that
question? You've probably even developed an answer to get out from under that difficult
question. Unless you have a clear and definite career objective in mind, which most of us
don't have in high school, you answer, "I'm not absolutely certain yet--go to work or
college, maybe." You might even think to yourself, "How am I supposed to know?"

This Guide will help you to find some answers to those questions. This book is about
choices and making personal decisions. Course selection forces you to look at yourself
today and then imagine what you would

like to see in your own future.

It's not easy, but you have some information which can help. How have you done in the
past and how are you doing in your current classes? What courses have you enjoyed and
gotten the most out of in earlier grades? What do people say are your strengths?

What would you like to do in the future? Have you ever talked to your parents, your
friends, counselors or teachers about your private dreams for after high school? These
people, who are important in your life, can help you to get those ideas out on the table.
You might then have a clearer understanding of where you are and where you would
want to go.

If you plan to go to a two-year college or a specialized school, what courses do you need
to take now?

If you plan to go to a four-year college, what are the general requirements for college
admission? What specific courses are needed for the particular college(s) you would like
to apply?

If you are uncertain as to career or college, what courses can you take which will allow
you to move in as many different directions as possible when your future plans become
clearer?



Evaluate your present situation and look to the future. Develop an action plan that
makes the most of your own skills, needs and interests.

FOR ALL STUDENTS:
For school year 2011-2012, the graduation requirements include required and elective courses as follows:

A. The required courses are:

1. One year of physical education/health for each year in high school 20 credits
2. Four years of English 20 credits
3. Three years of mathematics 15 credits
4. Three years of science 15 credits
5. Three years of social studies, including two years of United States History 15 credits
6. One year of visual and performing arts 5 credits
7. One year of practical arts 5 credits
8. One year world language 5 credits
Total Required Course Credit 100 credits
B. The student must elect courses totaling at least twenty credits.
Minimum Elective Course Credit + 20 credits
MINIMUM TOTAL REQUIRED FOR GRADUATION 120 credits

The ninth grade required courses will be in the following subjects and will be included in the accounting of credits toward
graduation:

1. Physical Education 5 credits
2. English 5 credits
3. Mathematics 5 credits
4. Science 5 credits
5. US History 5 credits
6. World Language 5 credits
7. Visual, Performing or Practical Arts 5 credits

35 credits

In order to be promoted to the tenth grade, a student must earn at least 30 credits. A student who earns less than
a total of 30 credits will be retained in the ninth grade; 60 credits are necessary for placement in an 11th grade
homeroom; 80 credits are necessary for placement in a 12th grade homeroom.

Credits will be assigned on the same basis to all high school courses offered by the Board. In all cases, mastery
of course proficiencies shall be assessed by the school district. Credits shall be assigned by the number of times
a class meets each week during the school year. One credit will be granted for each period a week. The
maximum number of credits in any course will be ten per year. When courses are divided into combined
courses, credit may be awarded at the end of the semester and the credits and grade will be final at that point.

Students are required to repeat failed courses needed for graduation. Students who have received a final grade
less than 55 must repeat that subject and cannot attend summer school/tutorial. A student may attend an



administratively approved summer school during the summer immediately following the failure. No more than
two courses may be taken in a summer session. Financial arrangements for summer school and/or tutorial are
the responsibility of the parent.

One year of physical education/health must be passed for each year in school. Students with an official medical
excuse from physical education will be given written assignments that will determine their grade.

Please be aware that beginning with the class of 2014, every student in New Jersey Public Schools must pass
2.5 credits of financial literacy (personal finance). These courses will be offered in the Junior and Senior year
beginning with the class of 2014.

Students are tested annually to determine their level of proficiency in basic skills. Any student who is not able
to meet minimum proficiency levels as determined by New Jersey State testing or a district approved
standardized test must participate in remedial programs. Students must demonstrate required skill competencies
in the mandated state testing program or satisfy alternatives prescribed by state regulations in order to receive
a state endorsed high school diploma.

Our curriculum offers students many opportunities to demonstrate their knowledge and understanding as well
as their diverse talents and skills. We also recognize that our students have different goals and ambitions
beyond high school and we seek to encourage the fullest development of each person's potential and ability to
reach these objectives. This philosophy has been followed in establishing a method of determining each
student's grade point average (GPA) and rank in class. This information is communicated to post-secondary
schools, colleges and universities, potential employers, parents and the students.

Courses are grouped by level. Each level has a different numerical value for the final grade earned by the
student in a specific course. The levels are:

Level | course Modified/Remedial

Level 11 courses General/Introductory

Level Il courses College Preparation/Career Preparation
Level 1V courses Honors/Advanced Placement

The grade point equivalent for each full period course is calculated by multiplying the credit earned in a
particular course by the numerical value assigned to that course. The grade point average (GPA) will be
determined by adding the grade point equivalents of the final course grades and dividing by the total number
of credits attempted. A numerical listing of the grade point averages of all the students in a particular class will
reflect a student's rank in that class.

The grade "WP" (withdraw/passing) or "WF" (withdraw/failing) will receive no grade point equivalent.
However, it will increase by one the total number of courses taken by the student after the first marking period.

The four years of required physical education are excluded from the calculation of the GPA for the class of
2012. Physical Education will be included in the GPA for all freshmen, sophomores and junior students.



Level

Grade I 1 11 v
93-100 2.00 3.00 4.00 5.00
86-92 1.80 2.60 3.40 4.20
76-85 1.60 2.20 2.80 3.40
70-75 1.40 1.80 2.20 2.60
69 or below No Value

A grade point average will be calculated for all students at the end of their sophomore and junior years. Upon
completion of this process, a class rank will be determined. In addition, the grade point average of the top 25
students in the class will be updated at the end of the third marking period of their senior year. The purpose of
this re-ranking is to determine which students should be designated valedictorian and salutatorian for graduation
purposes. The top graduate in each major program area will also be recognized at graduation. A student may
only be considered for valedictorian and salutatorian honors if the student is enrolled in the district prior to the

end of the student's junior year.



Honors Courses

Students who are considered gifted in specific areas will be offered accelerated courses through the Honors and
AP classes.

Below is an outline of the more rigorous criteria required for enrollment into the honors courses. While students
are strongly encouraged to meet all of the established criteria, certain considerations may be made with the
approval of the Curriculum Coordinator.

Students will be notified of their Honors standing as of July 1 preceding the year in which they take the
Honors course(s). No waivers or considerations for Honors will be given to any student who does not
participate in the Honors Committee Selection Process. Exception: New entrants entering as of September 30
of the year in which they choose to take the Honors course. Determination for entrance will be made by the
Curriculum Coordinator(s) and the Building Principal.

MUSIC HONORS Honors Vocal Music: Grades9/10/11/12

Honors Band: Grades9/10/11/12
Prerequisites: 1. Minimum grade of 93% in previous

Prerequisites: 1. Minimum grade of 93% in previous

vocal music course

band course 2. Completed rating form from choral
2. Completed rating form from director

instrumental music director 3. Pre-audition for the current choral
3. Pre-audition for the instrumental music director

director 4.  Audition for the music panel

4. Audition for the music panel
Audition 1.
Requirements:

Ability to sing two major scales
Audition 1. ascending and descending:

Requirements:

Ability to play scales to 34 ‘s
and 3b°‘s

2. Performance of a prepared solo Low .. High

approved by the current Soprano I: E .. Bb

instrumental music teacher Soprano II; c ... G

3. Ability tosight-read Pieces to be Alto I: A L E

selected by the panel Alto I1: G* ... C

Tenor I: E . Ab

Interview: A short interview session will be held Tenor IlI: C . F#
to determine the student’s Bass I: A L E

understanding of the expectations for Bass II: E* ... C

the honors course. * descending scale first

2. Performance of a prepared solo
demonstrating vocal range, tone and
pitch quality and general musicianship.
The piece must be approved by the
current choral director

3. Ability to sight-read pieces to be
selected by the panel

Interview: A short interview session will be held to
determine the student’s understanding of the
expectations for the honors course

ART HONORS



Honors Art courses follow the acceptance criteria
below. (In the area of art there is no honors

course in Artl.)

Prerequisites: I. Minimum grade of 90%
in previous art course
2. Completed rating form from
previous art teacher
3. Submission of a portfolio to
be evaluated by a panel

Portfolio 1. Students will prepare

and submit a Requirement:

portfolio
of their
best
artwork
to be
evaluated
by a panel
made up
of the art
teachers
in the
district.

HONORS SCIENCE

Honors Lab Biology - Grade 9

1. Minimum grade of 90 from appropriate science
prerequisite

2. 9™ grade honors requires a proficient score on GEPA
math and science

Honors Science - Grades 10/11/12
1. Minimum grade of:

(Lab Biology)
a. 93 from appropriate CP science
b. 86 from appropriate HR science prerequisite

(Chemistry, Physics)

a. 93 from appropriate CP science prerequisite
b. 86 from appropriate HR science prerequisite
C. 90 from appropriate CP level math course
d. 86 from appropriate HR level math course

AP Science - Grade 11 /12

1. Minimum grade of:
(Lab Biology)
a. 93 from appropriate CP science prerequisite
b. 86 from appropriate HR science prerequisite

(Chemistry, Physics)

a. 93 from appropriate CP science prerequisite
b. 86 from appropriate HR science prerequisite
C. 90 from appropriate CP level math course

d. 86 from appropriate HR level math course



HONORS SOCIAL STUDIES

Honors World History - Grade 9

1. Minimum grade of 90 from appropriate social studies
prerequisite

2. 9" grade honors requires a proficient score in GEPA
Language Arts.

Honors Social Studies - Grades 10/11/12

1. Minimum grade of:
a. 93 from appropriate CP social studies
prerequisite
b. 86 from appropriate HR social studies
prerequisite

AP American History - Grade 12

1. Minimum grade of:
a. 93 from appropriate CP social studies
prerequisite
b. 86 from appropriate HR social studies
prerequisite

AP Psychology - Grade 12

1. Minimum grade of:
a. 90 from appropriate CP social studies
prerequisite
b. 86 from appropriate HR social studies
prerequisite

HONORS ENGLISH

Honors English - Grade 9

1. Minimum grade of 90 from appropriate English
prerequisite

2. 9" Grade honors requires a proficient score in GEPA
Language Arts

Honors English - Grades 10 /11/12

1. Minimum grade of :
a. 93 from appropriate CP English prerequisite
b. 86 from appropriate HR English prerequisite

AP English - Grade 12

1. Minimum grade of :
a. 93 from appropriate CP English prerequisite
b. 90 from appropriate HR English prerequisite

HONORS THEATRE ARTS

Honors Theatre Arts 111/ 1V

1. Approved student application of interest outlining honors
projects.

Minimum grade of 93 in Theatre Arts II.

Minimum grade of 93 in Theatre Arts Il1.

4. Minimum grade of 86 in HR Theatre Arts III.

wn



HONORS MATH

Honors Algebra 1- Grade 9

1.

2.

Minimum grade of :

90 from appropriate Math prerequisite

9™ Grade honors requires a proficient score in GEPA
Mathematics

Honors Geometry - Grades 9/10/11/12

1.

Minimum grade of :

a. 93 from Algebra |

b. 86 from HR Algebra |

9™ Grade honors requires a proficient score in GEPA
Mathematics

Honors Algebra Il - Grades 10/11/12

1.

Minimum grade of :
a. 93 from Algebra |
b. 86 from HR Algebra |

Trig-Advanced Concepts - Grades 11 /12

1.

Minimum grade of :
a. 93 from appropriate CP Math prerequisite
b. 86 from appropriate HR Math prerequisite

Honors Calculus - Grade 12

1.

Minimum grade of :
a. 93 from appropriate CP Math prerequisite
b. 86 from appropriate HR Math prerequisite

AP Calculus - Grade 12

1.

86 from Trig-Advanced Concepts

GUIDELINES FOR SCHEDULING COURSES
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GUIDANCE SERVICES

Our schools have guidance counselors who seek to help
students with their educational career and personal needs.
Each student has been assigned to a counselor who meets
with him/her on a regular basis during the school year.

The guidance counselor and others will first seek to
explain the curriculum in a general way to students in large
groups. A follow-up meeting will take place to provide
individual student planning.

Parents are invited to participate in the scheduling
process. Parents may attend the scheduling conference with
the students when courses are selected. Parents will be
advised of the scheduling timetable in each school. After
parents have received this information, they should contact
the guidance office and indicate their decision to attend their
child's course selection meeting.

Students are encouraged to contact the guidance office
should problems or questions arise related to course
selection. Counselors are available for parent conference by
appointment. Counselors can be reached by calling the main
number 767-8000.

COURSE SELECTION

While counselors can advise the student in course
selection as it relates to future plans, the student and his/her
parent or guardian make the final decision. Changes in
courses however, once the school year is underway, are
much more difficult to make due to class size, restrictions in
the master schedule and conflicts with other courses. The
student should not choose courses on a "trial™ basis, since
schedule changes are difficult once the school year begins.
The student and parents/guardians should make course
selection very thoughtfully and carefully.

No requests for course changes will be considered
after the 15th day of the beginning of the school year.

As you move towards senior year, realize that you may
not be able to receive all of your choices of electives since
there are a greater number of choices in junior and senior
year. Students should be prepared to prioritize their
electives and understand that one or more choices may be
precluded due to limitations of: teacher availability, room
availability, enrollment numbers, master schedule, conflicts.

FOUR-YEAR SCHEDULE PLANNER

It is also recommended that each student should
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develop a four-year schedule plan. This written plan will be
helpful in making sure that the student will have room in his
or her schedule for the courses needed and wanted during
high school (Grades 9-12). The plan should be retained by
the student throughout high school and changed as
circumstances change.

The Four-Year Schedule Planners are contained in
this Guide {page 87} for student and parent use. It should
be brought by the student to the scheduling meeting.

COURSE ACCESSIBILITY

No student will be denied access to courses offered
at our schools because of race, sex, physical handicap,
religion, national origin, ancestry or culture.

The courses described on the following pages will
only be scheduled if there is adequate student enrollment in
each course offered and teachers available to teach. If
enrollment is not sufficient, or staff is unavailable, the
administration reserves the right to cancel the course. The
students affected by cancellation of courses will be
contacted to make substitutions.

Itis wise to select a few alternatives when the student
is scheduled. Otherwise, if courses are canceled in the
summer and an alternate must be selected, the decision may
have to be made by the counselor or administrator without
direction from the parent or student.

HOMEROOM PLACEMENT

Students are placed in homeroom based upon the total
number of credits earned. There are no exceptions.

Grade 10 - At least thirty (30) credits

Grade 11 - At least sixty (60) credits

Grade 12 - At least eighty (80) credits

PREREQUISITE

The word, "Prerequisite,” is used in the Guide to
indicate a course or courses which are required or in which
the student has proven to be proficient (grade of 76 or
better) unless otherwise noted, before a student can take that
particular course.

GRADE POINT AVERAGE - WEIGHTED GRADES

A student's grade point average is based upon the
number of courses and level of courses (Level I, II, 11, V)
that a student takes in high school (Grades 9-12). The grade
point average determines placement in class. However, it



should be noted that this information is used almost solely
for college admission.

Students who plan to attend a four-year college
should be concerned about their grade point average.
However, this concern should be tempered by the student's
ultimate college and career objectives, as well as the
development of personal interests and skills.

Students who plan to attend a two-year college or
start in a career directly after high school should be
concerned about obtaining the best academic preparation
possible, and also in taking courses which will equip them
to meet the demands of the programs offered at the two-year
colleges and the real world of work after high school.

HONORS COURSES

A more rigorous acceptance criteria for the honors
courses is being phased in with Grade 9. Some courses
carry an Honors (V) designation. These courses are offered
to students who are capable of serious academic effort at an
accelerated pace. These courses are weighted accordingly.
A grade of at least 86 in the preceding Honors course or 93
in the previous college prep course in preceding course is
required. Teacher recommendation may also be required.
Prerequisite means successful completion of any course
indicated along with other specific criteria mentioned.
Please see outline beginning on page 6.

HONORS ART/MUSIC (Band, Jazz Band, Chorus)/
COMPUTER SCIENCE

There are courses in art, music and computer science
which may be taken for "Honors" credit. During the course,
the student will be asked to demonstrate outstanding
individual work which will be reflected in the student's
exhibition, performance at a recital or individual projects.
Students must be approved through an assessment procedure
which will involve a portfolio, or an audition, or a
performance test. Specific criteria for each area are outlined
on page 5 and 6.
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COLLEGE ADMISSION

Students who are considering going to college should
keep in mind that the MINIMUM number of school units
required for college admission typically include:

College Prep English - 4 years

College Prep Math - 3 years
(Algebra I and 11, Geometry)

Laboratory Sciences - 2 years
(Lab Biology/Chemistry)

College Prep Social Studies - 3 years
(World History,
US History I and I1)

World Language - 2 years

Academic Electives - 2 years

Although colleges vary in their selectivity, itis STRONGLY
recommended that students take more than the bare
minimum if they hope to be competitive. Colleges will
expect to see a high level of academic preparation reflected
in high school courses, grades, grade point average and SAT
scores. IDEALLY, A COLLEGE-BOUND STUDENT
SHOULD BE PREPARED TO TAKE 4 YEARS EACH OF
ENGLISH, MATHEMATICS, SCIENCE AND SOCIAL
SCIENCE COURSES.

Because colleges are also interested in "well-rounded"
students, participation in extra-curricular activities is also
advisable.

SENIOR ALERT

College-bound seniors are strongly advised to take as
strong an academic program as possible--at least as strong
as the previous three years. Colleges are now looking at
senior schedules and report cards to see if their applicants
have continued the quality of work that was performed
earlier.

WARNING: JUST PASSING MAY BE DANGEROUS
TO YOUR ACADEMIC HEALTH

Some students feel that "passing” or "just getting by" is
enough. They are satisfied with grades in the 76-85 range.
It should be pointed out that grades in this range do not
reflect a sufficient skill level for most colleges.
Unfortunately, even in high schools, "just passing” in the
introductory course based largely upon homework and class
work, can often lead to failure in more advanced courses
(e.g. Algebra I-Algebra II; Spanish I-Spanish II). The
stronger the foundation, the better the building!



ADVANCED PLACEMENT COURSES
(Prerequisite)

Several courses carry an ADVANCED
PLACEMENT designation. These are college
level courses which also provide students an
opportunity to take College Board Advanced
Placement Exams. Students who score at
acceptable levels on these national tests may
receive advanced placement college credits. The
acceptable level is identified by the university or
college in which the student enrolls. AP courses
are offered in English 12, Calculus, Advanced
Biology, Advanced Chemistry and American
History and Psychology (Grades 11-12). AP
Prerequisites are described on pages 7 & 8.
(Look for this highlighted designation in the
Course Description section.)

SUMMER TUTORING

The student may only make up courses with summer
tutoring that the student failed the previous school year.
Students who have received a final grade less than 55 must
repeat that subject and cannot attend summer school/tutorial.

Individual summer tutoring must have the pre-approval of
the curriculum coordinator.

Students are not permitted to take courses in the
summer for advanced credit toward graduation. A student
may take a MAXIMUM of two (2) courses or ten credits
in an approved summer school program or tutorial.
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REMEDIAL COURSES

Students will be scheduled into remedial courses based
upon their performance on State and District standardized
tests.

The Pine Hill Public School District is required to provide
remediation to any student who has been identified as "at
risk™ of not passing the high school graduation requirement
of the HSPA-11. Courses have been designed to support the
student's general academic success, as well as trying to
insure success on the HSPA-11. Remedial classes in
English and mathematics are provided in Grades 9 through
12.

Parents will receive an individual student report of this
testing for their child. Itis critical that all students approach
all testing seriously, as the test results largely determine
their placement in the following year's courses in English
and mathematics.

TECH PREP ARTICULATED
PROGRAMS (ADVANCED
STANDING CREDIT)

Identified as "Tech Prep"” programs in this
Guide, these are courses in which the teacher may
certify that students have acquired college-
equivalent competencies. This is done for
individual students and an individual student record
form is completed and signed by the teacher and
high school principal. This may be used to waive
basic college courses, give college credit for these
courses and/or give advanced standing in a program
to a student who enters Camden County College.
Tech Prep Articulated Programs are in:

- Business
- Computer Science
- Drafting CAD

- Marketing and Distributive Ed.

- Computer Graphics
- Pre-Engineering

(Look for this boxed designation in the Course
Description section.)




COMBINED (SEMESTER) COURSES

The district is offering courses that are one semester in
length (two marking periods). These courses must be taken
in pairs. These pairs are indicated in the catalog by this

symbol i .

A student earns 2.5 credits for each “semester” course
successfully completed, 5 credits for the combined courses.
Final exam exemption is not available for combined courses.

Students should be very careful selecting combined
courses, deadlines for course changes and drops will remain
the same as full year courses and if the student drops the
first semester course, they must also drop the second.

DUAL CREDIT COURSES

Dual credit courses identified in this
“Course Selection Guide” are courses in which
students may earn college credit as well as high
school credit. Students are not automatically
eligible for college credit by merely enrolling in
these high school courses, but must meet the
following standards required by the New Jersey
Department of High Education.

1. Participation shall be limited to high
school college preparatory 11th or 12th
graders who demonstrate superior
performance in high school courses.

2. Students shall be permitted to take no
more than two dual-credit courses
simultaneously.

3. College courses of study and college
texts or their equivalents shall be used.

4. Students must earn a grade of 76 or
better to gain college credit.

5. Students must complete Camden
County College Application for
Admission.

6. Credits may or may not be transferrable

to another college or university
depending upon that institution’s policy
for transfer of any undergraduate credits
in a particular program.

7. A fee may be charged by the accrediting
college.

(Look for this highlighted designation in the
Course Description section.)




INDEPENDENT STUDY

This course provision is made for students
completing work in a subject area for which
there is no advanced course. Students must
work under the supervision of a teacher who
will develop a course of study that is distinctly
different from other offerings. The student may
work in a classroom with other students, in the
library or computer lab at the teacher’s
direction, or in another assigned area. Directed
Study requires the approval of the Curriculum
Coordinator.

Prerequisite: To be determined by the
instructor, Curriculum Coordinator and
approved by the Building Principal.

This will be considered Level 111 & 1V, for
grades 11 and 12 only.

Possible credits: 1.25, 2.5, 5.0.
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Honors (Level 1V)

Hrs. English 9 (2035)
Hrs. English 10 (2135)
Hrs. English 11 (2235)
AP English 12 (2330)

nglish

Course Sequencing

College Prep (Level 111)

English 9 - CP (2040)
English 10 - CP (2140)
English 11 - CP (2240)
English 12 - CP (2340)

16

General (Level I1)

English9 (2045)
English 10 (2145)
English 11 (2245)
English 12 (2345)



ENGLISH

ENGLISH - Introduction: All students must pass four years of English in order to be graduated from a New
Jersey high school. At our high schools, these courses have several designations: the grade at which the course is
offered, and the level of achievement required in grades 9-12 which will be Level IV (Advanced
Placement/Honors), Level 111 (College Preparatory), Level 1l (General/Introductory), and Level 1
(Remedial/Special Education-Modified). Students in the Advanced Placement/Honors and College Preparatory
levels are expected to work with greater independence and do more extensive reading and writing activities than
students in the General/Introductory level. Honors courses have both academic and achievement pre-requisites.

Course #: 2035

Level: v

Grade/s: 9

Credits: 05

Course Title: HONORS ENGLISH 9
Description:

The course content is based on evaluation and
analysis of various literary forms. Emphasis is placed
on high-level thinking skills, integration of
knowledge and product-oriented projects. The
purpose of the course is to provide advanced language
arts experiences and opportunities for students who
have mastered the individual reading, writing and
speaking skills at the seventh and eighth grade levels.
Pre-requisite: Honors prerequisite (see page 8).

Course #: 2040
Level: 1l
Grade/s: 9
Credits: 05

Course Title: ENGLISH 9 - College Prep.

Description:

The course content is based on application of
reading, writing and speaking skills which have been
introduced and/or mastered at the eighth grade level.
Levels of investigation and evaluation are stressed.
Curriculum is taught through use of the short story,
essay, drama, novel and poetry. Many projects are
product-oriented.
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Course #: 2045

Level: ]

Grade/s: 9

Credits: 05

Course Title: ENGLISH 9
Description:

This is a required course in language study
which has been developed specifically for the ninth
grade student and is a continuation of those programs
which precede it. Course content expands and defines
specific speaking skills, composition activities,
grammar usage, research techniques, and reading
skills. Students are introduced to various types of
literature. Regular systematic instruction is provided
to help students pass the HSPA.

Course #: 2085

Level: |

Grade/s: 9

Credits: 05

Course Title: ENGLISH 9 - Refresher
Description:

This course is designed to improve students'
skills in writing, reading, and speaking through the
teaching of literature (reading), grammar
(composition) and process writing. Emphasis is
placed on meeting the individual needs of the students
through diagnosis and remediation of skills to raise
general competence. Critical thinking is taught
through discussion of literature and composition of
essays that emphasize analysis, organization,
formation, and evaluation of an idea or opinion.
Students will be assigned to this course based upon
student performance on the GEPA and performance in
grade 8 Language Arts.



Course #: 2055-2080
Level: I

Grade/s: 9

Credits: 05

Course Title: English 9
Description:

This course will concentrate on developing a
student's basic communication skills. The purpose of
this course is to reinforce specific speaking,
composition and reading skills, grammar usage and
research techniques. The curriculum will be
appropriately modified by varying teaching
techniques, strategies and materials to meet the
educational needs of students eligible for
accommodations.

Course #: 2135

Level: v

Grade/s: 10

Credits: 05

Course Title: HONORS ENGLISH 10
Description:

This course will expand the student’s proficiency
in English skills. Systematic vocabulary development
will continue with additional activities with roots,
affixes and analogies. The reading material includes
selected works of literature with a focus on the study
of the various literary forms. Written composition
activities will concentrate on paragraph and essay
development through a variety of types and methods.
Students will be able to understand how to express
themselves clearly and effectively.

Pre-requisite: Honors prerequisite (see page 8).

Course #: 2140

Level: 1
Grade/s: 10
Credits: 05

Course Title: ENGLISH 10 - College Prep.
Description:

This course will seek to develop greater student
proficiency in basic skills of English grammar, usage
and vocabulary. Additional skill areas will include
library research, study and organizational skills,
listening, speaking and critical thinking. Activities in
literature will include introductory study of literary
forms including short story, poetry, essay, drama and
the novel.

Pre-requisite: Proficient CP English 9

Course #: 2145

Level: ]

Grade/s: 10

Credits: 05

Course Title: ENGLISH 10
Description:

This course will continue with the development
of the student's basic skills of grammar, usage and
vocabulary. Drill activities will be used to eliminate
common errors and strengthen individual reading and
writing skills. Students will work on developing
composition skills, and practice in basic research
methods. Types of literature studied are: short story,
poetry, drama and the novel. The selections will focus
on practical situations and easily identified
personalities.

Course #: 2190

Level: I

Grade/s: 10

Credits: 05

Course Title: ENGLISH 10 - Refresher

Description:

This course is designed to improve students'
skills in writing, reading, and speaking through the
teaching of literature (reading) and grammar
(composition). Emphasis is placed on meeting the
individual needs of the students through diagnosis and
remediation of skills to raise general competence.
Critical thinking is taught through discussion of
literature and composition of essays that emphasize
analysis, organization, formation, and evaluation of an
idea or opinion. A major focus of this course will be
the preparation of students for the 11th Grade HSPA.
Students will be assigned to the course based upon
student performance on standardized testing and in
previous daily classroom instruction.

Course #: 2155-2180



Level: I

Grade/s: 10

Credits: 05

Course Title: English 10
Description:

This course will continue with the development of
the student's basic communication skills. A strong
emphasis will be placed on grammar usage and
vocabulary. Special strategies will be utilized to
strengthen reading and writing skills. The curriculum
will be appropriately modified by varying teaching
techniques, strategies and materials to meet the
educational needs of students eligible for
accommodations.

Course #: 2235

Level: v

Grade/s: 11

Credits: 05

Course Title: HONORS ENGLISH 11

American Literature
Description:

This course will center on the study of major
writers and genres of American literature. The
students will concentrate on critical analysis of litera-
ture and responding to the literature in standard
critical form. Intensive vocabulary work will be
included in the course. Grammar will be studied in
conjunction with composition and research skills.
Writing activities will concentrate on the writing of
full length compositions which develop a thesis
statement. Various reports and research papers, as
well as SAT preparation activities, are required course
work.

Pre-requisite: Honors prerequisite (see page 8).
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Course #: 2240

Level: 1l

Grade/s: 11

Credits: 05

Course Title: ENGLISH 11 -

College Prep.

American Literature

Description:

This course will continue to develop needed
college preparation skills of English grammar, usage,
SAT style and literary vocabulary. Written activities
will include many compositions, essays, and a formal
research paper. The literary focus of this course will
survey several periods of American literature.
Students will study various authors and their works
and be asked to communicate their reactions through
discussions, writing assignments, and tests. Attention
will also be given to the works of several great
American novelists and an analysis of what
constitutes literary “greatness.” A good English
vocabulary and writing ability will be required of
students in this course.

Pre-requisite: Proficient in CP English 10

Course #: 2245

Level: ]

Grade/s: 11

Credits: 05

Course Title: ENGLISH 11
American Literature

Description:

This course will review and reinforce earlier
skill development in the area of English grammar
usage. The purpose of writing will be to help the
student to correct common writing errors and
eliminate areas of weakness. The student will be
involved in the study of selected stories, plays and
poems that focus on American authors, American
literature and history through literature. Special em-
phasis is placed on practical career oriented skills.
Report projects, book reports and an oral report are
required in this course.



Course #: 2285

Level: |

Grade/s: 11

Credits: 05

Course Title: ENGLISH 11 - Refresher
Description:

This course is designed to improve more basic
students' skills in writing, reading, and speaking
through the teaching of literature (reading) and
grammar (composition). Emphasis is placed on
meeting the individual needs of the students through
diagnosis and remediation of skills to raise general
competence. Critical thinking is taught through
discussion of literature and composition of essays that
emphasize analysis, organization, formation, and
evaluation of an idea or opinion. A major focus of
this course will be the preparation of students for the
11th Grade HSPA. Students will be assigned to this
course based upon student performance on
standardized testing and in classroom instruction.

Course #: 2255-2280
Level: I

Grade/s: 11

Credits: 05

Course Title: English 11
Description:

This course is designed to reinforce and improve
reading and writing skills with an emphasis on HSPA
preparations the firsthalf of the year. The curriculum
will be modified by varying teaching techniques,
strategies, and materials to meet the educational needs
of students eligible for accommodations.
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Courset#: 2330
Level: v
Grade/s: 12
Credits: 05

AP ENGLISH 12
(Advanced Placement)

Course Title:

Description:

The twelfth grade English
Advanced Placement course is an
accelerated program designed to expose the
superior student to college level studies. By
examining works from British and World
Literature, students will be involved in the
study and practice of writing and the study of
literature. The students will read and critique
several representative works from various
genres and periods. The students will write
assorted essays and complete sample tests
as a preparation for taking the Advanced
Placement Examination in English Literature
and Composition, devised and supplied by
the College Board
Prerequisite: Advanced Placement
prerequisite (see page 12).




Course #: 2340

Level: 1l

Grade/s: 12

Credits: 05

Course Title: ENGLISH 12 - College Prep.
British Literature

Description:

This course will include a study of the
chronological development of British literature.
Representative works from different periods and
authors will be read and reviewed. The literature will
be used to stimulate student writing and reading
skills. Research and composition activities will be
practiced extensively.

Pre-requisite: Proficient in CP English 11

Course #: 2345

Level: ]

Grade/s: 12

Credits: 05

Course Title: ENGLISH 12
British Literature

Description:

This course will include reading and writing
skills applied through a survey of British Literature.
Vocabulary enrichment, essay writing, book reports
and grammar will be emphasized. Discussion
activities will supplement the regular classroom
activities.
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Course #: 2385

Level: |

Grade/s: 12

Credits: 05

Course Title: ENGLISH 12 - HSPA
Description:

This course is designed to improve students'
skills in reading and speaking through the teaching of
literature (reading). Emphasis is placed on meeting
the individual needs of the students through diagnosis
and remediation of skills to raise general competence.
Critical thinking is taught through discussions of
literature that emphasize analysis, organization,
formation, and evaluation of an idea, or opinion.
Students will be assigned to Level | based on level of
remediation needed as identified on the 11th grade
High School Proficiency Assessment (HSPA).
Alternative High School Assessment (AHSA) will be
completed for each student.

Course #: 2355-2380
Level: I

Grade/s: 12

Credits: 05

Course Title: English 12
Description:

This course is designed to improve a student’s
practical reading, writing and speaking skills. Using
literature, critical thinking skills are taught. The
curriculum will be modified by varying teaching
techniques, strategies and materials to meet the
educational needs of students eligible for
accommodations.



Course #: 4855

Level: |

Grade/s: 9-12

Credits: 05

Course Title:  ACADEMIC SUCCESS
WORKSHOP

Description:

The purpose of this course is to
provide a structured learning environment in which
students eligible for accommodations can complete
homework, review class work, develop better study
habits, process the text material, build basic skills and
find personal support and encouragement. This course
is taken in conjunction with a typical student's regular
daily program.

Course #: 2425

Level: 1l

Grade/s: 9-12

Credits: 05

Course Title: SPEECH AND PUBLIC
SPEAKING

Description:

This course is designed to teach
students the fundamentals of public speaking and
speech writing. Students will first develop strategies
for conquering stage fright, including relaxation and
breathing techniques, as well as having multiple
performance opportunities during class time. The
skills focused on during this class will include but not
be limited to: prewriting and organizational
techniques, researching and referencing materials,
projection, articulation, increased vocabulary, and
structuring personal, informational, and persuasive
speeches. Students can expect a high energy,
interactive class that will help them develop the skills
they need to confidently represent themselves during
that big job interview or college application!

Course #: 2205

Level: 1"l

Grade/s: 9-12

Credits: 05

Course Title: THEATRE I
Description:

This course is designed to introduce
students to the fundamentals of theatre in a fun and
interactive way. Students will start the year by learning
a variety of relaxation and breathing techniques, as well
as community building and trust activities, which will
create a supportive environment for learning and
producing theatre. The skills focused on during this
class will include but not be limited to: improvisation,
beginning playwriting and textual analysis, character
study, physical theatre, projection, articulation,
beginning acting techniques, constructive criticism, and
understanding Shakespeare. Students can expect a high
energy class that will give them the skills they need to
pursue a career in theatre by increasing their confidence
and providing them with numerous performance
opportunities.

Prerequisite: After enrolling for the course, students
will go through a two week evaluation to determine
their eligibility for this class.

Course #: 2405

Level: Il

Grade/s: 10-11-12
Credits: 05

Course Title: THEATRE |1
Description:

Description: This course is designed
to increase proficiency in the fundamentals of theatre.
Students will continue to build on the skills they
learned in Theatre 1, while expanding their breadth of
knowledge and experience. The skills focused on
during this class will include but not be limited to: long
form improvisation, developing character and dialogue
through playwriting, stage management, analysis of
plays from multiple genres, monologue workshops,
stage combat, Shakespearean scene work and analysis,
and acting technique workshops focusing on the
methods of Constantin Stanislavski, Rudolf Laban and
Sanford Meisner. Students can expect a high energy
class that will give them the skills they need to pursue a
career in theatre by increasing their professionalism and
providing them with numerous performance
opportunities.

Prerequisite: Theatre 1 and recommendation of
Theatre instructor.
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Course #: 2470/2475

Level: Hi/Mv

Grade/s: 11-12

Credits: 05

Course Title: THEATRE 111/
HONORS THEATRE 111

Description:

This course is designed to introduce
students to advanced theatre techniques. Students will
use what they have learned from Theatre 1 and 2, as
they continue to learn a variety of acting techniques
and are introduced to new playwrights and genres of
plays. The skills focused on during this class will
include but not be limited to: acting techniques from
Harold Guskin, Peter Hall, and Larry Moss, writing
and developing ten minute plays, monologue and
scene workshops, creating an audition portfolio,
beginning directing techniques, beginning lighting
and set design, Shakespearean scene work, theatre
vocabulary, cold readings, and audition preparation
techniques. Students can expect a high energy class
that will increase their theatrical awareness and
provide them with numerous performance
opportunities. In addition to the requirements of this
class, honors students will be given additional
coursework and performance opportunities as honors
level theatre enrichment.

Prerequisite: Theatre 1 and 2 and recommendation
of Theatre instructor.

Course #: 2480/2482

Level: /v

Grade/s: 11-12

Credits: 05

Course Title: THEATRE IV/
HONORS THEATRE 1V

Description:

This course is designed to increase
proficiency in advanced theatre techniques and prepare
students for a career in theatre. Students will draw from
what they have learned from Theatre 1, 2 and 3 to
further their understanding of theatre terminology and
technique. The skills focused on during this class will
include but not be limited to: directing techniques from
William Ball, historical and abstract design concepts,
audition techniques for stage and film, continuing to
add to an audition portfolio, writing and directing ten
minute plays, and continuing to learn styles of acting
and directing. As a culmination of their high school
theatre experience, Theatre 4 students will take part in
projects where they will be responsible for directing
Theatre 3 students. They will also continue to build
auditioning skills by completing an audition portfolio
of monologues from various genres and playwrights.
Students can expect a high energy class that will
prepare them for college auditions and a professional
career in theatre through a variety of performance and
directing opportunities. In addition to the requirements
of this class, honors students will be given additional
coursework and performance opportunities as honors
level theatre enrichment.

Prerequisite: Theatre 1, 2 and 3 and recommendation
of Theatre instructor.

Course #: 2395
Level: I, 1l
Grade/s: 9-12
Credits: 05
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Course Title: ESL I

(English as a Second Language)
Description:

This course is for students who have
been identified as having a native language other than
English. A process for identifying these students is
initiated by guidance using information presented at
registration or teacher referral and State mandated
testing.

Students who are identified as LEP
(Limited English Proficient) may elect to have ESL
count towards the two years of foreign language and
English class requirement.

Course #: 2396

Level: I, 11
Grade/s: 9-12
Credits: 05

Course Title: ESL 11

(English as a Second Language)
Description:

This course is for students who have
been identified as having a native language other than
English. A process for identifying these students is
initiated by guidance using information presented at
registration or teacher referral and State mandated
testing.

Students who are identified as LEP
(Limited English Proficient) may elect to have ESL
count towards the two years of foreign language and
English class requirement.

Prerequisite: ESL | or Teacher Recommendation

SUMMER READING LIST
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Description:

In order to improve the reading levels and skills of students, it is important
to keep them reading. We need to stress reading for both information and pleasure. One
way to support the improvement of reading skills is to encourage students to read all the
time. This means that students need to read during the summer months as well as when
school is in session. A required summer reading program sends the message that the
district believes that reading is a key component for student achievement. The program
Is designed in such a way as to not only encourage reading but also to have the students
enjoy the experience so they may become life-long readers.

Students will be required to read one book which will be provided by the
district. Upon reviewing the reading list, it should be noted that students will have a
choice between two books which are appropriate to the grade and level of the English in
which they are enrolled and approved by the Board of Education. In addition, a brief
synopsis of each book has been provided.

All students will be assessed on the reading list when they return to
school in the fall. The assessment will be in the form of an essay that identifies
various concepts about the novel(s). The results of the essay will be averaged into
the first marking period grade as a test score.

The Summer Reading List can be found on the District’s Web Page
(www.pinehill.k12.nj.us). Parents have the right to request alternative reading for
any selections they find inappropriate.
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Social Studies

Course Sequencing

Honors (Level IV) College Prep (Level 111) General (Level 1)
Hrs. US History I (2630) US History | - CP (2635) US History | (2640)
Hrs. US History 11 (2730) US History 11 - CP  (2735) US History Il (2740)
Hrs. World History (2530) World History - CP (2535) World History (2540)
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SOCIAL STUDIES

SOCIAL STUDIES - Introduction: All students are required to take at least three courses in Social Studies to meet
graduation requirements. Included in this minimum is two U.S. History and one year of World History. Additional college
preparatory courses in social studies are strongly recommended for the academic student.

Course #: 2630

Level: v

Grade/s: 9-10-11

Credits: 05

Course Title: HONORS UNITED STATES
HISTORY I

Description:

The first year of a two-year course
requirement, United States History | covers the
political, social and economic events which have
shaped our country. Students will identify, analyze and
evaluate the cause and effect relationships that have
historical significance. Students are required to
analyze, discuss, and write about events and themes to a
greater extent than students in a Level Il course. This
course will cover US History from the pre-colonization
period up to and including the Civil War.

Prerequisite: Honors prerequisite (see page 8).

Course #: 2635

Level: 1l

Grade/s: 9-10-11

Credits: 05

Course Title: UNITED STATES HISTORY | -
College Prep.

Description:

The first part of a two-year course
requirement, United States History | covers the
political, social and economic events which have
shaped our country. Students will identify, analyze and
evaluate the cause and effect relationships that have
historical significance. This course will cover US
History from the pre-colonization period up to and
including the Civil War.
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Course #: 2640

Level: I

Grade/s: 9-10-11

Credits: 05

Course Title: UNITED STATES
HISTORY |

Description:

The first part of a two-year course
requirement, United States History | covers the
political, social and economic events which have
shaped our country. This is a basic survey course
which asks students to recognize the most important
elements of United States History. This course will
cover US History from the pre-colonization period
up to and including the Civil War.

Course #: 2645-2670

Level: I

Grade/s: 9-10-11

Credits: 05

Course Title: United States History |
Description:

This course is designed to study the
development of the United States in chronological
order with a strong emphasis placed on social,
political and economic events. The curriculum will
be appropriately modified by varying teaching
techniques, strategies and materials to meet the
educational needs of students eligible for
accommodations



Course #: 2730

Level: v

Grade/s: 10-11-12

Credits: 05

Course Title: HONORS UNITED STATES
HISTORY IlI

Description:

The second year of a two-year course
requirement, United States History Il covers the
political, social, and economic events that have shaped
our country. The honors class requires extensive
composition, evaluation, analysis, and independent
reporting with an emphasis on student originality and
creativity. This course will cover US History from the
post Civil War period to the present day.
Prerequisite: Honors prerequisite (see page 8)

U.S. History |

Course #: 2735

Level: 1l

Grade/s: 10-11-12

Credits: 05

Course Title: UNITED STATES HISTORY 11 -
College Prep.

Description:

The second year of a two-year course
requirement, United States History 11 will cover the
political, social, and economic events that have shaped
our country. This class requires composition, analysis,
and independent reporting. The course will cover US
History from the post Civil War period to the present
day.

Prerequisite: Proficient in U.S. History | CP

Course #: 2740
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Level: I

Grade/s: 10-11-12

Credits: 05

Course Title: UNITED STATES
HISTORY I

Description:

The second year of a two-year
requirement, United States History 11 will cover the
events that have shaped our country. The course
will cover US History from the post Civil War
period to the present day.

Prerequisite: U.S. History |

Course #: 2745-2770

Level: I

Grade/s: 10-11-12

Credits: 05

Course Title: United States History Il
Description:

The second year of a two-year course
requirement, United States History 11 will cover the
political, social and economic events that have
shaped our history from 1865 to present day. The
curriculum will be modified by varying teaching
techniques, strategies and materials to meet the
educational needs of students eligible for
accommaodations.

Course #: 2530

Level: v

Grade/s: 11-12

Credits: 05

Course Title: HONORS WORLD
HISTORY

Description:

This is a one-year survey course
designed to familiarize the college-bound student
who has a serious interest in education, with the
various aspects of world history. These include the
geographic, political, economical and social factors
of societies. This course will go beyond the typical
survey approach by employing the higher level
thinking skills of analyzing, evaluating, and
synthesizing world events and problems.
Prerequisite: Honors prerequisite (see page 8).

Course #: 2535



Level: 1
Grade/s: 11-12
Credits: 05

Course Title: WORLD HISTORY - College Prep.
Description:

This is a one-year survey course designed
to acquaint the student with the geographical, political,
economical, social and cultural aspects of world
history. The course begins with the development of
early civilizations and continues through to the present
time. This course is recommended for the student who
is interested in attending college.

Pre-requisite: Proficient in US History Il CP

Course #: 2540

Level: I

Grade/s: 11-12

Credits: 05

Course Title: WORLD HISTORY
Description:

This one-year survey course is designed
to highlight the development of the major cul